ABSTRACT. We define and investigate a class of continua called weakly smooth. Smooth dendroids, weakly smooth dendroids, generalized trees, and smooth continua are all examples of weakly smooth continua. We generalize characterizations of the above mentioned examples to weakly smooth continua. In particular, we characterize them as compact Hausdorff spaces which admit a quasi order satisfying certain properties.
A generalized tree is an arcwise connected smooth continuum. A smooth dendroid is a metrizable generalized tree. According to Lemma 1.1 (vii) and [10] the above defmition of generalized tree is equivalent to the definition originally given by Ward [20] .
For the continuum X, which is hereditarily unicoherent at p, denote by D(X, p) the set of all irreducible subcontinua of the form [ Recall that P is a metrizable hereditarily indecomposable continuum and is homeomorphic to each of its nondegenerate subcontinua. Using these facts it is not difficult to verify that P is hereditarily unicoherent, P contains no arcs, and P has property a at each of its points. We now obtain various characterizations of weakly smooth continua. In most cases we assume X is of type A' at p. We make use of the fact that irreducible continua of type A' admit a monotone map onto a (generalized) arc I (see 
The next characterization of weakly smooth continua is in terms of the set function T on X. For a continuum Y and a point y E Y let T(y) denote the set of all points z E Y such that each subcontinuum containing z in its interior must also contain y. It is known [4] that T(y) is a continuum.
Gordh [5] showed the continuum X is smooth at p if and only if 7(x) C M(x) for each x E X. We generalize this characterization to weakly smooth continua. The proof is a modification of an argument used by Charatonik and Eberhart [3, Theorem 5, p. 302]. THEOREM 
If X is weakly smooth at p then T(x) C L(x) U M(x) for each x E X. The converse holds if X is of type A' at p.

PROOF. Suppose X is weakly smooth at p and for some x E X there exists y E X such that y E T(x) -(L(x) U M(x)
)
